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Students in the Emerson School at Cedar Cliff High School traveled to the Pennsylvania State Museum 
on Thursday, September 12.  While there, students explored the Native American Exhibit and worked in 
pairs to complete an ethnographic survey of Native American culture, technology and economy.  The 
trip facilitated student's self-directed research on Native American Civilization.   The trip to the museum 
was followed by a visit to Midtown Scholar book store.  The students were astounded by the scale of the 
book store.  Many used the occasion to search for books on Native American history.  
 
Students in Mr. Kambic’s Applied Engineering course had to design and build a chair made of 
cardboard. They were given the assignment to design a chair, made only of cardboard and tape, that 
was ergonomically correct, but also sturdy enough to support an adult. After brainstorming designs, the 
students settle on one design for their group and built the chair. All the chairs built were successful. This 
project taught them how to share ideas, respect others opinions, and be able to come to a consensus 
and work to a common goal.  

 

 
 
 

English Department/NHS/ Board Update 
Students from both Red land and Cedar Cliff assisted in bagging, counting and loading food and 
donations onto the New Hope Ministries mobile food truck on August 22.  The food drive was a 
collaborative effort between the district and WSEA members. This year, 1,603 pounds of donations were 
collected, which is a whopping 207 more pounds over last year’s donations.  
 
Cedar Cliff NHS students have begun their service opportunities within the community. They assisted 
during both the freshman parent orientation and Back to School Night.   
  
Mrs. Clarke’s English I students are in the Narrative Structures Unit, and have just read "A Sound of 
Thunder."  Students were assessed with a writing assignment that provided the opportunity to introduce 
ACE formatting and how it is constructed.  From there, students worked with a partner to create a 
thematic movie poster for the story, and then presented their creations to the class. 
English II students are studying Narrative Structures, and are just starting "The Possibility of 
Evil."  Students were intrigued that this story was written by Shirley Jackson, the same author of The 
Haunting of Hill House (which was recently made into a popular Netflix series).  As they read this story, 
they analyzed characterization and character motivation.  



 
English IV students in Mrs. Clarke’s and Mrs. Hoch’s classes are studying the Anglo/Saxon period and 
analyzing Beowulf as a cultural representation for the period. 
 
Mrs. Hoch’s A.P. Language and Composition students are studying rhetorical appeals and are improving 
their abilities to dissect various texts for the presence of those appeals. They have begun their first 
nonfiction text entitled There Are No Children Here and will analyze the text in a final essay at the close 
of the first marking period before moving on to reading A Long Way Gone by Ishmael Beah.  
 
In Beginner ELD English, Miss Sementelli’s students are well into their first unit, Who am I?  They are 
learning about first names and family names in connection with Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet Act 2, 
Scene 2.   
 
Mrs. Wolfe's English III students are studying creation myths and researching myths from other cultures 
and religions to share with their classmates. Her Creative Writing class is working on crafting memoirs 
that capture a snapshot of a moment in their life.  
 
Ms. Bowerman’s and Mrs. Hyde’s AP Literature classes are incorporating the new curriculum provided 
by the College Board and learning to use the new essay rubrics to score each other's essays.  
 
Four sections of English 101 for HACC are already crafting their third writing assignments for Miss 
Bowerman. 
 
We are currently diving into the concept of narrative story-telling and the literary elements that go along 
with it. To jump-start our conversation, we participated in a “Chalk Talk” surrounding a short text.  For 15 
minutes, we conversed only in writing on the board, with silence filling the room. Our conversations were 
rich with topics of prejudice, the unknown, and examples from the text. 
 
 
What’s happening in science class? 
The Monarch’s are back. 
 
Every year Mr. McClymont’s science class starts out with observing the growth and metamorphosis of 
Monarch caterpillars into butterflies. Although the Monarch population had been on the decline in the 
past few years, this year they made a comeback. Students observed 1cm caterpillars grow more than 
ten times their size and develop into a chrysalis. We’ve released a butterfly and more are developing. 
Students and parents have brought in other species and now we are waiting for two swallowtails to come 
out of their chrysalis and a tomato horn worm to undergo metamorphosis. These are exciting times in 
science class! 
 



 
 
Eighteen students participated in a science research project funded through the National Institutes of 
Health in conjunction with Temple University.  Students were able to meet the professor in charge of the 
project and an inventor that created a data collection device, later starting his own company called Wicked 
Devices.  Students provided valuable data as they tried to analyze the correlation between Lyme disease 
and methods to prevent an outbreak. The researchers were impressed that the students were talking real 
science as they formulated their hypotheses and drew conclusions.  Overall, the pilot was successful. 
 
Career Education 
Trips scheduled to visit: 
10/1/19 PA College of Health Sciences in Lancaster 
10/9/19 YCAL organized trip celebrating National Manufacturing Week we will be visiting Tooling 
Dynamics in York and Georgia pacific in Mt. Wolf 
10/17/19 Penn College in Williamsport for their Fall Career Day 
10/22/19 James Craft & Sons in York to hear about their apprenticeship opportunities 
11/12/19 Thaddeus Stevens School of Technology in Lancaster 
11/13/19 AP Physics students will visit Harrisburg University for a GIS conference 
 
Emerging Health Professions 
Three CC seniors are among the first class of a new program at Cumberland Perry VTS called the 
Emerging Health Professions Program. The program is a combination of dual enrollment anatomy and 
physiology classes at Messiah College as well as clinical visits to healthcare facilities in the area.  Very 
proud that these ladies were willing to be the first from CC to participate. 



 
Students in the photo from L-R are Jimiah Thomas-
McDonald, Emma LaPenta, and Divine Maboundou 
 
Carson Shoemaker is the first CC student to enroll 
in NuPaths.  NuPaths, cofounded by Harrisburg 
University, has partnered with Cumberland Valley High 
School to offer a program to train Technical and 
Security Assistants.  This program prepares high 
school students for entry-level careers in IT Support 
and Cyber Security. 
 
This workforce development program provides the 
opportunity for high school students to earn up to six 
(6) industry certifications while simultaneously earning 
high school pathway credits and college credits.  Upon 
successful completion of this program, students will 
have marketable and employable skills. 
  
 
Thomas Sorrow enrolled in the Kinsley Pre-
Apprenticeship program offered to our students by the 
York County Alliance for Learning (YCAL). This 

program is 76 hours delivered over the course of 11 sessions from September-April exposing students 
to career paths in one of the largest commercial construction companies on the east coast. Upon 
successful completion students will have the opportunity to apply for a registered apprenticeship with 
Kinsley Construction. This program is offered at no cost to the student or the district (other than our YCAL 
membership fee). 
  
CC is proud to have two students participating in an Electrical Pre Apprenticeship Program, sponsored 
by the York IBEW local #229. This program consists of six full day sessions of a hands on introduction to 
the life of an electrician. This apprenticeship is registered with the state and students will earn a industry 
recognized credential upon successful completion. The CC students are Brandon Yohn and Tyler 
Petroff. This is a YCAL partnership program. This program is offered at no cost to the student or the 
district (other than our YCAL membership fee). 
 
 
Algebra I students at Cedar Cliff have gotten off to a great start as they've all begun School 21 training 
for the Keystone exams.  School 21 is a software program the district has bought to help our students 
as they spend the year preparing for these important statewide assessments in May. 
 
 
Friends Forever has met twice and is planning fun activities for the youth and their buddies. This year 
they will have Friends-giving Fest, Winter Wonderland Activities, Attend sorting events and have time to 
just hang out together to establish ever-lasting friendships. 
 
 
Student Council is in full swing getting ready for our homecoming game and dance this weekend.  Our 
theme is festival of lights.  Come see how we turn our gym into an oriental festival of lights. 
 
 
 



Cedar Cliff physical education students have been enjoying our new cardio room. We have 26 new 
pieces of equipment. Students have been exploring the different pieces and different programs 
available and also incorporating the use of these machines into their personal fitness goals. 
 

 
 
 
CCHS Business Education is getting off to a great start this year. We are currently running two Penn 
College Management 105 classes where the students will earn three free hours of transferrable college 
credit.  Mr. Cook is excited to have his entrepreneurship and marketing classes team up with the 
aquaponics lab to sell our products to local businesses and restaurants, stay tuned for updates. Mrs. 
Pines’ Law and Personal Finance class along with Mr. Cook’s Sports Marketing class will be joining 
together to do a safety analysis of West Shore sporting events.  The students will be considering all 
aspects of event safety from the roads surrounding the school to the parking lots to the event itself and 
will propose their findings to the administration.   
 
 
At the beginning of the year, Dr. Fillgrove placed in the teacher’s mailboxes five note cards and 
envelopes.  He asked the staff for three minutes a day for the first 5 days to conduct an experiment.  The 
staff was to pick one kid a day to encourage with a handwritten note to their parents.  It did not have to 
be long.  Just had to be sincere…three minutes of thankfulness. So far, we have received positive 
reaction from parents and students alike. A great way to start our year, and it only took so little time. The 
staff will continue to send notes throughout the year. 
 
  
 



Athletics: 
Cedar Cliff student-athletes and coaches are extremely grateful for all the new upgrades to our athletic 
facilities. Girls Tennis is over the moon with their new tennis wall. This will really help the newer players 
as they work on their groundstrokes.  Football, Field Hockey, and Soccer teams are excited about the 
new Stadium Scoreboard and Message Center.  It is a great addition and makes West Shore Stadium 
on of the best in the Mid Penn Conference.  
 
Our fall season has gotten off to a great start and our participation numbers are really strong this year. 
We have 86 players alone on the HS and 9th grade football teams. JV Tennis has 20+ girls hitting the 
courts too.  There is a lot of excitement in our sports programs.  
 
Some early season highlights include Field Hockey going 3-0 early on and Senior Natalie Rocuskie 
recently notched her 100th career point.  Boys’ soccer has already won two games (last year was a 
struggle with zero wins).  Football has faced tough competition to date, but are ready for the upcoming 
league schedule.  
 
As always thanks for your continued support. We look forward to having you join us at any of our events. 
Go Colts!  


